
		 Contact the parish  
office (757) 722-2567  

or visit us online: 
 

From Your Rector 
October 2019 

Newsletter 
 I did not have a child for the first ten years of my 
ministry, but I worked with young adults, many of 
whom had children. I tried to be supportive by assuring 
them that even when they thought their child was being 
disruptive, it was bothering them more than it was 
bothering anyone else.  I couldn’t understand why this 
didn’t allay their fears. Then I had a child and I saw 
things in a new light.  Since I am typically the person in 
front, I watch my child as he sits with others.  When 
Joshua was only about one year old, he was sitting with 
my parents.  He was making some noise and Mark was 
preaching. I didn’t want him to make noise while Mark 
was preaching.  During the sequence hymn, I walked 
over and asked my parents to put Joshua in the nursery. 
My Dad poked fun at me for kicking my child out.  I 
even felt the need to explain to visitors later that it was 
my child, and not some other child who I was kicking 
out. If you have a family visiting the church, the worst 
thing that could happen would be having the pastor kick 
out a child for making noise!   
 Since then I have sat with Joshua through church 
services while on vacation.  People around me always 
smile and assure me he is fine, but it is a very stressful 
hour for me.  It has given me a renewed admiration for 
people who keep their children in the service for the 
entire time.  The challenge is that our service is in no 
way geared to young children. Episcopal liturgy was cre-
ated for educated adults.  Even if we have a children’s 
sermon, that is 5 minutes out of a 1 hour service.  That 
said, most Christian Educators with experience in the 
church will tell you that the best thing for children is to 
keep them in church.  The thinking is that if children 
don’t experience church at a young age, they will have a 
hard time adjusting later on.  
 I am a priest and I liked church growing up, but 
for the life of me, I can’t remember why.  I don’t re-
member anything about church growing up except re-
peatedly asking my parents how many songs were left 
because that helped me know when it was over. I have 
grappled with whether to provide something like a chil-
dren’s chapel because so many educators warn against 
it.  In fact, what many churches are doing is removing 

several pews and creating a 
“soft space” for children to 
play in during church, so 
they can still know what is 
going on and be part of it, 
but not be confined to a 
pew.  They even say that the 
best place to do this is in the 
front so that the children 
can see what is going and be 
more fully engaged. I would 
love this, but I am just not sure where it would easily fit 
in St. John’s.  Therefore we are starting children’s chapel 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  We will invite the 
children to leave after the Gospel and return for com-
munion.  This will give the children time to get the wig-
gles out and will allow the parents/grandparents space 
to be fully present.  That said, if children want to stay or 
if parents want them to stay, I fully support that option 
as well since it is the best way to get children comforta-
ble with church.  
 Fewer and fewer families with young children 
are attending church today. There are many reasons for 
this, but one of them is that children are overscheduled.  
They have no free time and parents are reluctant to sac-
rifice that free time for church as they often don’t feel 
welcome in a church with wiggly children.  Therefore it 
is more important than ever that we embrace the wig-
gles and welcome children in our service.  If a parent 
feels their child is not welcome, there is a good chance 
they will never be back.  When Conor was on sabbatical 
he visited another Episcopal Church.  Joshua was active 
as usual and someone asked Joshua why he couldn’t sit 
still.  Joshua’s face fell and Conor was horrified to see his 
son hurt in church. No parent wants their child’s 
memory of church to be an adult scowling at them. I am 
truly grateful to the people of St. John’s who have al-
ways been kind to my rambunctious child.  My parents 
told me that someone they sit with (who shall remain 
unnamed) often comments that he likes to hear the chil-
dren because it reminds him that the church is alive. 
 Faithfully,  
  Samantha 



Christian Formation 

2 

The Youth Class meets Sunday mornings at 9:15 for discussion 
and lessons. The group is using the book Soul Tending which 
offers ways to engage in prac ces of the Chris an faith in every-
day life. 

Young Disciples class meets on Sundays at 9:15. This years 
theme is Who Is My Neighbor, a curriculum based on Bible stories 
about learning to love like Jesus. 

Children's Chapel will be held on the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sun-
days and a Children's Sermon will be on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 
Nursery is available from 9:00-11:45 on all Sundays. 

Adult Forum: “Canoeing the Mountains: Chris an leadership 
in uncharted territory”. On September 22, we began a weekly 
Chris an Forma on program on the church and its role in an ever
-changing world. We are discussing how we can adapt and navi-
gate these unprecedented changes and challenges, using the 
book by Tod Bolsinger as our framework. Bolsinger offers insights 
on how: “the world in front of you is nothing like the world be-
hind you”. We plan to meet over 4 weeks (no forma on on Oct. 
6th due to the Pet Blessing) in the parish hall/stage area at 9:15 
a.m. All are welcome. Contact Mark with ques ons. 

 
 
 

Kick-Off Sunday  We all enjoyed a delicious 
meal provided by our In-reach commi ee, a fun 
skit about the different ministries at St. John's and 
Pony Rides. A great day of fun and fellowship! 

Book Club con nues to meet Monday eve-
nings at 5:30 on the stage for discussion, re-
freshments and fellowship. Please join us! 



St. John’s Heritage 
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Tucker Descendant Visits St. John’s 
By Billie Einselen 
 William Tucker is an important name in St. John’s 
history.  First was the young Captain William Tucker, who 
came to the new English colony of Virginia in 1610.  Show-
ing leadership ability, he was placed in charge of the settle-
ment at Kecoughtan, which in 1620 he succeeded in renam-
ing Elizabeth City after the daughter of King James I. As a 
member of the new House of Burgesses in Jamestown, he 
was also given the task of building a 
second church for the village.  The 
Virginia Company required every set-
tlement to have a church. 

 The second William Tucker 
was the first DOCUMENTED African 
child born in English-speaking North 
America, which was the colony of 
Virginia at that time.  In 1619 a pirate 
ship, the White Lion, had docked at 
Point Comfort across the creek from 
the village, and its Captain Jobe had 
offered the cargo of “20 and odd Afri-
cans” to the settlers in exchange for 
“victuals,” or food and provisions and 
other goods for the return trip to Eng-
land.  Captain William Tucker took 
Anthony and Isabella to join his elev-
en English servants and one native 
servant.  All were indentured, as slav-
ery did not exist in the colony at that 
time.  All were eventually freed, and 
Anthony and Isabella received land in 
the area of the present-day Blue Bird 
Gap Farm. 

 By 1624 a son was born to 
Anthony and Isabella, who named him 
William Tucker, for the Englishman 
who had given them a home.  The ba-
by, William Tucker, was baptized in the new church, the Eliz-
abeth City Parish Church, the very church that Captain Wil-
liam Tucker had undertaken to build.  It is very possible that 
Anthony and Isabella were also baptized there, as Christianity 
was known and practiced in Angola, their native land. 

 Four hundred years later the baby William Tucker has 
thousands of descendants, speculates Shelton Tucker, and he 
is one of them.  Born as a military brat in Greenville, North 
Carolina, he grew up in Hampton and graduated from Bethel 
High School in 1976.  After graduating from Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, he entered the business world.  
Working as a corporate executive in Atlanta, where he picked 
up an MBA at Atlanta University, and then as a banker in 
London, he met the head of Coca-Cola Africa, who offered 
him a job.  Thus, he became the Finance Director of the Coca-

Cola Africa Group, where he was in 
charge of acquisitions and mergers, 
as well as product distribution on the 
continent. 

 Working in London, as well 
as on the continent, Tucker lived and 
worked in some 16 of the 53 African 
nations at that time, especially Kenya, 
Tanzania, Ivory Coast and South Af-
rica.  He lived for two year in Johan-
nesburg, where he was able to meet 
Nelson Mandela, and in Cape Town, 
which he says is a lovely city.  In Jo-
hannesburg, he oversaw the opening 
of the first black-owned Coca-Cola 
bottling plant in South Africa.  Coke, 
he says, has a different taste there as 
it is made with sugar cane, unlike that 
of the United States. 

 After retiring from Coca-
Cola in Atlanta, Tucker decided some 
seven years ago to return to Hamp-
ton, where his family still owns a 
piece of that land.  He is busy with 
genealogical work and is writing a 
book about the Tuckers.  On his re-
cent visit, Shelton Tucker especially 
enjoyed walking around St. John’s 
Second Site, which he knew that his 

ancestors, Anthony and Isabella, and the young William 
Tucker, also knew.  He hopes to have his book in print by 
early 2020. 

Shelton Tucker, a descendant of Anthony and Isabella 
and their child, William Tucker, recently visited St. 
John’s Church.  Here he stands by the cross at the 
Second Site, called the Elizabeth City Parish Church, 
which his ancestors likely knew and where the baby 
was presumably bap zed.  The cross lists the names 
of the early colonial clergy to the parish.  
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Phantom of the Organ 
Sunday, October 27 at 5:00 pm 

Join St. John’s crazy organist Deborah Carr and her 
ghoulish choir friends to celebrate our annual Phantom 
of the Organ program.  This community event is open to 
all, costumed or not.  This entertainment will offer ra er
-raising organ music, the original Frankenstein silent film, 
spooky songs and poems from our ghostly friends and a 
hilarious spoof of the Adams family characters by our 
eccentric St. John’s choir.  The family friendly program 
will be followed by a recep on of Halloween treats and 
perhaps a few tricks.  Open to all, free will offering re-
ceived. 

All Saint’s Evensong Service 
Sunday, November 3 at 4:00 pm 

Our St. John’s Choir will offer a service of Evensong 
for All Saints on the a ernoon of November 3 in the 
church sanctuary.  The evening choral service will in-
clude the tradi onal Magnificat and Nunc Dimi s 
can cles, congrega onal hymns, upli ing readings 
about the Souls of the Righteous and the speaking  of 
the names of those who have died this past year.  
Open to all with a free will offering.  A recep on will 
follow in the parish hall. 

SCENES FROM SUMMER MUSIC CAMP 

Calling for names of saints!   

"I sing a song of the saints of God....one was a doctor and one was a queen...and I mean to be one too!" 

This is the hymn we sing on the morning of all Saints the first Sunday of November each year.  This year, for the Sunday 
morning service, we would like to focus on the idea that we all have those 'saints' in our lives that give us guidance, spir-
itual support and love, and this is a great day to honor those living saints.   

We are asking that you think about those people in your life who have meant so much to you and list them on an insert 
in the bulle n on Sunday October 20 and 27.  Pick up to five names to list that week and a brief descrip on of what they 
do in the world.  At the morning services on Sunday Nov 3 there will be a white carna on for each name listed crea ng 
our altar flowers for that day.  Let's honor these living saints and have hundreds of white carna ons to celebrate!! If you 
would rather just list the name, you are more than welcome to do that. Our music director will include some extra vers-
es to I sing a song of the saints that will reflect these living saints and what they do in our world.   



 The St. John’s Academy of Music began in the 
fall of 2018 as a partnership with the Academy of Mu-
sic of Virginia based in Norfolk.  The mission of both 
organiza ons is to offer music and drama enrichment 
in the lives of our community through private music 
instruc on, group ensemble experiences and drama 
opportuni es.  These programs are staffed by selected 
professional musicians known for their exper se in 
teaching and performing, and registra on to these 
programs is open to all 
residents regardless of 
the ability to pay.   
 The St. John’s 
Academy offers individ-
ual instruc on in piano, 
guitar, voice and violin. 
Lessons are arranged 
between student and 
teacher and taught in 
the upstairs studios of 
the house beside the St 
John’s church building --
120 W. Queens Way. To 
register for these les-
sons please go to the 
website for the Acade-
my of Music   h ps://
aomva.org/wp/aom-at-
st-johns-episcopal/  and 
choose the Peninsula 
loca on.  On the regis-
tra on form indicate 
which instrument you 
wish to study and a 
teacher from our acade-
my will contact you to 
arrange lesson mes. 
 In addi on to this individual instruc on we are 
offering 3 new exci ng group ensembles beginning 
this fall.  For each of these group offerings, we ask you 
to register directly with St. John’s Academy by con-
tac ng the program director Lori Shipley at 757-880-
2590 or sending a note of interest to our email at 
stjohnsmusicacademy@gmail.com. 
 Preschool Choir – this new group will begin 
weekly sessions at St. John’s parish hall on Tuesday 
mornings from 10:00-10:30 and is open to young sing-

St. John’s Academy of Music 
ers 3-5 years old accompanied by their parent or 
guardian.  Each of the 10 week sessions will offer fun 
songs about growing, coun ng, making friends, mov-
ing in rhythm, and playing rhythm instruments.  In-
struc onal fee of $5.00 per class payable at the door 
for those who are able to pay. Class size is limited so 
register now.  First class to begin on Tuesday Oct 1, 
2019 at 10 am.   
 Bucket Band Ensemble – open to Middle 

School and High School 
students in Hampton.  
This group ensemble 
will be taught begin-
ning through advanced 
rhythm pa erns, drum 
technique and drum 
corp literature.  Cre-
a ng music with drum-
s cks on upside down 
5 gallon buckets in 
complicated rhythm 
pa erns can be fun 
and can win bucket 
band compe ons!  
We need you to sign up 
and show your stuff!! 
Rehearsals are weekly 
on Monday a ernoon 
5:00-6:00 for 10 ses-
sions in St John’s Parish 
House.  Instruc onal 
cost is $5.00 per class 
for those who are able 
to pay.  Buckets and 
drums cks provided.  
Class size is limited, so 
register now! 

 Guitar Ensemble – open to high school and 
adult guitarists of all levels.  Acous c Guitar is a beau-

ful instrument alone but an ensemble of guitars 
playing together with various technics is amazing.  If 
you play guitar with just a few chords or if you play as 
a professional guitarist we invite you to join together 
twice a month at an evening rehearsal for 1 ½ hours 
to learn the repertoire and take the music home to 
prac ce.  Instruc onal fee is $10.00 per class for 
those able to pay.  Guitars not provided. 

mailto:stjohnsmusicacademy@gmail.com.


St. Anne's Guild is hos ng Terry Brown, Su-
perintendent of the Ft. Monroe Na onal 
Monument, at their next mee ng. Ft. Mon-
roe was recently dedicated as a Na onal 
Monument. All are welcome to come and 
learn about the Na onal Park Service and 
their commitment to historic Ft. Monroe. 

Join us at the home of Janice & Jerry Mark-
ham on Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 10:30. 146 Engi-
neer Lane, Ft. Monroe. Refreshments will be 
served. 

St. Anne’s Guild 
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Our Parish Edward Aus n presents $500 from St. John's be-
nevolence fund to Maerine Mitchell, Director of 
Community/Volunteer Engagement, Habitat for 
Humanity Peninsula and Greater Williamsburg.   

St. John’s Youth and friends served lunch on the 
last Wednesday of the Summer Lunch program. 

Happy Anniversary! 
5 Rick & Cindy Bagley 

9 Robert & Lori Shuford 

11 Bill & Tudie Saunders 

2 Casey Lowrey 

4 Nicole Shuford 

5 Katherine Hogg 

6 Hannah Gray Edgar 

10 Susan Cowling 

13 Connie Heath 

14 Mary Jane Long 

16 Jane Gibson 

16 Richard Peckham 

17 Shirley Nunn 

17 Debbie Woodward 

October Birthdays 

19 Donna Chisman 

21 Bob Harper 

22 Ann Darden Edgar 

24 Kaleigh Keller 

25 Emily Klotz 

25 Ellen Crocker Griffith 

26 Cindy Bagley 

27 Anna Hogg 

31 Bill Harper 

31 George Mainwaring 

31 Ron Quinn 

16 Byron & Jane Gibson 

19 Bill & Marge Mace 

21 Eric & Ann Ligon Rutherford 

The Rev. Susan B. Haynes  

Elected 11th Bishop of Southern Virginia    
One of six nominees, Haynes was elected on the eighth 
ballot. The Rev. Haynes is currently serving as the rector of 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Mishawaka, Indiana. Haynes 
earned her Master of Divinity degree at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School. She is married to the Rev. Thomas Haynes, and 
they have two grown daughters. 

"I am really excited and looking forward to making the 
transi on to Southern Virginia," Haynes said, addressing 
Council via Zoom a er accep ng the elec on. "Un l I can 
get there I'm going to be saying my prayers and immersing 
myself in scripture and I would like to ask everyone in 
Southern Virginia to do the same so that when I get there 
we can all hit the ground running, doing the work of Jesus 
Christ and making him present in the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia." 
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	St.	John’s	Staff 
 

The	Rev.	Samantha	Vincent–	Alexander,	Rector 
sjrector@stjohnshampton.org 

 
The	Rev.	Mark	Riley,	Assistant	Rector 

mark@stjohnshampton.org 
 

Deborah	Carr 
Organist	and	Music	Director	 
music@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Jane	Price 

Lay	Pastoral	Associate	 
janeprice30@aol.com 

 
Shannon	Olson	 

Christian	Formation		Coordinator 
formation@stjohnshampton.org 

Of ice	Administrator	 
of ice@stjohnshampton.org	 

 
Darlene	Jackson 

Communications	Assistant 
communications@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Michael	Todd,	Sexton 

	 	 

 

Vestry 

Greg	Brauer	(2021) 

Patrick	Dennehey	(2019) 

Charlie	Edmondson	(2021) 

Bob	Harper,	Sr.	Warden	(2019) 

Emily	Klotz	(2021) 

Denine	Miller	(2021) 

Bettyrene	Pope,	Jr.	Warden	(2019) 

Stephen	Rous	(2020) 

Ruth	Simmons	(2020) 

Darius	Rowe	(Youth	Representative) 

 

 

Of ice	Hours 
Monday	through	Thursday 

9am-4pm 

 

Friday	 
9am-12pm 

In	case	of	Pastoral	Emergency, 
please	call	757-504-3504. 

 

	Sunday	Worship 
8:00am	Holy	Eucharist 

9:15am	Christian	Formation 
10:30am	Holy	Eucharist 

Nursery	Provided 
for	Christian	Formation 

and	for	the	10:30am	service. 
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