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In one of my August homilies I mentioned a quotation 
that is a personal favorite: “From what we get we make 
a living, from what we give we make a life.” There are a 
host of reasons why it is so meaningful to me, and I real-
ized recently an even deeper connection. It offers a 
summary of my school prayer (from K-12). The prayer 
was: “Teach us, good Lord, to serve as you would have 
us serve...to give and not to count the costs”. 

A recent action of our Rector Samantha and our dedicat-
ed Vestry fully embraced this prayer and acted immedi-
ately when they were asked about offering our brothers 
and sisters of St. Mark’s church some “space” to work 
and worship as they faced a time of transition. I believe 
that desire to give and to serve lies at the core of what 
makes up the community of St. John’s. It is woven into 
the fibers that make up every part of this body of caring 
and loving Christians.  

I chose this example because it is not any more or less 
extraordinary than any other of the ways that this com-
munity loves and serves its neighbors, 
but because it is exactly what the ves-
try is called to support: the buildings, 
budgets, and business of the church as 
guided, loved, and lead by their shep-
herd and rector, Samantha. We elect 
them and empower them to serve as 
our representatives to handle those 
tasks. They are called to embody and 
represent all of us, and this is a beauti-
ful example of a sometimes mundane 
ministerial task that has made a huge difference in the 
lives of others.  

Those vestry members still remain connected to the 
other service projects that touch their hearts and they 
freely give their time in many of the other projects that 
St. John’s supports throughout the year. We need the 
gifts and talents and treasures of each and every person, 
and I am so thankful to serve alongside so many who 
understand the life giving spirit of service in giving back 
to all our neighbors. Paul aptly noted: “For just as the 
body is one and has many members, and all the mem-

bers of the body, 
though many, are 
one body, so it is 
with Christ. Now 
you are the body of 
Christ and individu-
ally members of 
it.”(1 Corinthians 
12:12, 27) I am so 
honored to serve 
this body, as a 
member of the 
clergy, the staff, and 
as one who gives. It is a 
great joy to build a life alongside such a generous group 
of people.  

God calls each and every one of us to serve others and 
to do it out of love, expecting nothing in return except 
to know that God loves us for doing it. Jesus confirms it 
many times throughout the Gospels and there are a 

multitude of times where God instructs 
us to serve the poor in spirit and those 
who have the greatest needs. This call 
to action has been lived out this sum-
mer at St. John’s through the Lunch 
Program, Rise against Hunger and Mu-
sic Camp. This fall we will add to our 
efforts through an upcoming “Repair 
Blitz” with Habitat for Humanity, and 
we will continue serving with “Nights 

Welcome”. I encourage each of you to consider one or 
all these opportunities as each offers a way we “can give 
and not count the costs”, and are ways to share the Gos-
pel in action.  

I received an update this week from one of the organiza-
tions that St. John’s gave their time, talent and treasure 
to this summer. Our partner “Rise against Hunger” has 
included the 10,000 meals we packaged this summer in 
a shipment of 285,000 meals headed to Nicaragua to be 
distributed through “ORPHANetwork”, a faith based non
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-profit group headquartered in Virginia Beach. They en-
sure that the meals reach those in the greatest need in 
Nicaragua. This is important work, work that God calls 
us to do, both in love and with love. God’s love will 
spread through all those who give and those who re-
ceive; in giving we build a life closer to God.  

These are just a few of the countless ways you all show 
and share the love of God. All of this amazing work 
would not be possible without the caring leadership of 
our Rector Samantha, the loyal staff, and most notably 
every one of you who share in the hard work of being 
faithful stewards.     

 Grace and Peace,  

  Mark+ 

On a Wednesday in August, St. John’s welcomed many 

neighbors for a meal of lasagna and garlic bread as part of 

the Downtown Hampton Lunch Program. Helping Jane 

Price serve are The Chamberlin’s General Manager Judy 

Montgomery and Office Manager Debbie Bradford. 

(above) St. John’s parishioners and friends 

packed 10,000 meals that are ready to ship to 

Nicaragua. (right) The Vestry retreat at Camp 

Chanco in August. 



Christian Formation 
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BOOK CLUB 

St. John's Book Club continues to meet on Monday 
evenings at 5:30 on the parish hall stage. This Sep-
tember we will begin Surprised By Joy by C.S. Lewis.  

All are welcome to join us for discussion, refresh-
ments and fellowship. Contact Shannon Olson for 
more information at formation@stjohnshampton.org  

Fall Christian Formation Curriculum for our youth will 
be focused on WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?  The program 
will lead the children on a journey to discover more 
about God's great love through five Bible stories.  

We talk about how to be a neighbor and what it means 
to live out our faith. The Bible stories will focus on 
God's care and compassion for neighbors close by and 
far away from us. The lessons will be reinforced with art 
projects and activities. 

4 Robert Croft 

6 Megan Shuford 

14 Virginia Armstrong 

16 Denine Miller 

16 Greg Brauer 

18 Carter Barrett 

18 Rosemary Hobart 

19 Douglas Miller 

19 Frances Klovstad 

23 Shannon Olson 

24 David Bowen 

25 Courtney Lowrey 

25 Carol Winarski 

27 Tyler Moore 

30 Jamie Klotz 

30 Gwen Cumming 

30 Richard VonSchilling 

Our Parish September Birthdays Happy Anniversary! 
1 Charlie & Susan Edmondson 

3 Randy & Jenn Devlin 

3 Everett & Linda Peckham 

6 Tyler & Jane Moore 

7 J. W. W. III & Kristin Chisman 

12 Brian & Linda McMahon 

20 Danny & Kaye Lockey 

22 Jay & Paula Hogg 

Newcomer Reception 

 If you have started attending St. John’s in the last year, we would love you to 
join us for a small gathering on the stage of the parish house on September 
10th at 6pm.   

This will be a chance to meet some other new members as well as members of 
our vestry and staff.  Please contact the clergy or the office if you can join 
us.  There will be light refreshments. 

House Church 

Our September House Church will be at the 
home of Pamela Martin.  It will be September 
22nd at 5pm.  Please join us for a relaxed con-
versation about the scripture of the day and 
fellowship.  Pamela lives on 30 Brough Lane 
in apartment 108. 

mailto:formation@stjohnshampton.org


Choir Rehearsals Begin 

Hello all singers.  Our St. John's Choir will begin fall  
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 4 at 
7:00pm.  We need all singers to come out and join 
this fun, committed group.  St John's has a long herit-
age of music that helps us worship more fully.   

We also offer special music opportunities about four 
times a season to bring additional dimensions to      
seasons of All Saints, Christmas, Holy Week and Pen-
tecost.  If you like to raise your voice in praise please 
consider joining us.  Contact Music Director Deborah 
Carr at deborahcarr53@gmail.com for additional     
information.  

SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG! 

Choir Notes 

Taize Services Return 

Our monthly Taize services will begin on the third 
Sunday, September 15 this season.  Come join us 
for a time away from the busy time in the world to 
renew your spirit and open yourself to the pres-
ence of God through song and readings.   

We usually offer Taize worship opportunities on 
the third Sunday of the month at 4:00 from Sep-
tember through May.   
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Kick Off Sunday Special Music 
 
Our Kick Off Sunday on September 8 at 10:30 will 
feature our favorite Dixieland Band the Tom 
Cats.  The band will lead us in special music, anthems 
and our favorite upbeat hymns.  Come out and kick 
off the season with the Tom Cats! 

mailto:deborahcarr53@gmail.com


Cemetery News 
For the past two months, Alan Haines has been clean-
ing, restoring, and, when possible, repairing the 19th 
century tombstones and monuments around the pe-
rimeter of the church.   

Over the years, environmental grime and biological 
growths like moss, lichens and mold have disfigured 
the monuments—discoloring them and making 
them difficult to interpret and read.  As the name of his 
company implies (No Pressure Tombstone Clean-
ing), this work involves quite a bit of water, environ-
mentally safe cleaning solution, and a lot of scrub-
bing.  It does not involve pressure washing or bleach-
ing. 

Allen was recommended to St. John’s by the cemetery 
administrator at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Nor-
folk.  Over the years, people have inquired about 
the availability of someone to clean their family’s mon-
uments and tombstones.  Allen will be happy to under-
take this type of work for those who are interest-
ed.  Allen can be reached at 757-435-9544 or via e-mail 
at Alanhaines316@gmail.com.  
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Come one, come all! St. Anne's Guild will 
be returning from summer hiatus to plan 
for an active new year. We meet monthly, 
sometimes in the parish hall, members' 
homes, or interesting locales (American 
Theater, Magnolia House). We mix the 
traditions of St. John's past history with 
exciting new opportunities for friendship 
and service. Monthly speakers and re-
freshments are a bonus!  

Please come and see for yourself what St. 
Anne's Guild is all about. We'd love to 
have you join us Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 10:30 
in the parish hall. For more details, con-
tact Janice Markham: 
jmarkham74@yahoo.com/757-851-0177 
or Barbara Sinclair: bsinclair3@cox.net/ 
757-722-0338 

St. Anne’s Guild 

mailto:Alanhaines316@gmail.com
mailto:jmarkham74@yahoo.com
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 St. John’s Staff 

 
The Rev. Samantha Vincent– Alexander, Rector 

sjrector@stjohnshampton.org 
 

The Rev. Mark Riley, Assistant Rector 
mark@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Deborah Carr 

Organist and Music Director  
music@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Jane Price 

Lay Pastoral Associate  
janeprice30@aol.com 

 
Shannon Olson  

Christian Formation  Coordinator 
formation@stjohnshampton.org 

Office Administrator  
office@stjohnshampton.org  

 
Darlene Jackson 

Communications Assistant 
communications@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Michael Todd, Sexton 

    

 

Vestry 

Greg Brauer (2021) 

Patrick Dennehey (2019) 

Charlie Edmondson (2021) 

Bob Harper, Sr. Warden (2019) 

Emily Klotz (2021) 

Denine Miller (2021) 

Bettyrene Pope, Jr. Warden (2020) 

Ruth Simmons (2020) 

Darius Rowe (Youth Representative) 

 

 

Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9am-4pm 

 

Friday  

9am-12pm 

In case of Pastoral Emergency, 

please call 757-504-3504. 

 

 Sunday Worship 

Beginning September 8 

8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:15am Christian Formation 

10:30am Holy Eucharist 

Nursery Provided 

for Christian Formation 

and for the 10:30am service. 

 


