
   Contact the parish  

office (757) 722-2567  

or visit us online: 

 

From the Rector 
We have a few new and exciting opportunities coming 

up. Many of you will remember Tommy Sinclair.  Tom-

my died in June of 2017.  Tommy was a very committed 

member of St. John’s for his entire life.  It was his deep 

desire to leave everything he had to St. John’s.   

Knowing this, his three nephews donated a portion of 

the settlement of a lawsuit that was made on Tommy’s 

behalf.  This donation is undesignated which means that 

it is up to the vestry and rector to decide how the mon-

ey is to be used.  Anyone who knew Tommy will remem-

ber how much he loved working with children.  He was 

also a child at heart.  Knowing this, I asked the vestry to 

consider using the money to build a playground for St. 

John’s.  This would not only be for our members, but 

members of the community.   

The vestry agreed that this was a good use of this mon-

ey.  We are also considering making this an adaptive 

playground, which means that it would be accessible to 

those who are disabled.  Tommy had a unique perspec-

tive on many things and I believe that he would want us 

to remember those who are often overlooked in our 

society. There are only a few adaptive playgrounds in 

Hampton and none of them are near the downtown ar-

ea.  This would allow us to be a destination, not just as a 

beautiful church that feeds people’s souls and bodies, 

but a place where all children can find joy and refresh-

ment. 

The gift from Tommy and his family is approximately 

$45,000.  That seems like a lot of money for a play-

ground, but adaptive playgrounds are more expensive.  

We currently have a small group looking into possible 

locations, equipment, and fundraising. We have also not 

decided if that entire amount can be used for the play-

ground.  We had to use money from our reserve ac-

count last year and some 

of us would like to see a 

portion of Tommy’s gift go 

into a fund that can sup-

port future ministry.  We 

are at the very beginning 

of this process and there 

are still many unknowns.  

If you would like to con-

tribute to the visioning 

and work around this playground, we would love to 

have your help.  If you are interested, please contact 

either of the clergy and we will be sure to include you.   

We are also embarking in a new program called Sacred 

Ground. This program was created by The Episcopal 

Church. Sacred Ground is a film and readings based dia-

logue series on race, grounded in faith. It is a 10 week 

program specifically geared toward small groups.  We 

hope to have a few at St. John’s starting in the fall.   

Talking about race is not easy, which is why having a 

program like this will be helpful. I know that I need 

help! Remember, this is not about judgment or shame. 

It’s about education and awareness.   

If you look around our world right now, issues around 

race had led to violence and all kinds of pain.  There are 

a lot of people talking about it in ways that are not help-

ful. As the church, we can be a model of how to talk 

about hard things with love and respect.  I have faith in 

you all and welcome an opportunity to talk about hard 

things with you.  But more importantly, I have faith in a 

God who created us all in God’s glorious image.  The 

better we can understand one another, the better we 

can understand God. 

  Faithfully,  

   Samantha 
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Our Outreach 
Community Partnership 

Did you know that St. John's is a community partner 

with Hunter B. Andrews Pk-8 School? For the past six 

years we have provided financial support and volun-

teers. I've been blessed to have volunteered in two Kin-

dergarten and two first grade classrooms for the past 

four years. This year a new parishioner, Kelly Breiner 

joined me and volunteered in a first grade class. The ex-

perience was challenging at times, but very rewarding.  

Financially, St. John's provided gift cards at Christmas, 

gift cards for specific family needs, donated money for 

selected children to buy a book at the Book Fair, helped 

fund Positive Behavior Intervention Solutions activities, 

purchased replacement school supplies, and provided 

books for each child in the classrooms Kelly and I sup-

ported. Kelly was honored by Andrews with the Promot-

er of Excellence Award for her dedication this year, an 

award I also received my first year volunteering.  

At the end of the year the students in my class were ex-

cited to make posters about loving one another for dis-

play during our summer lunch program. Check them out 

in the parish hall. Each child's hand is displayed with 

hearts and pictures. I plan to volunteer again next 

school year and I hope some of you will consider joining 

me. Nothing is better than seeing the children learn and 

grow, plus the hugs are great too!  

 Sandy Smith 

2 



They may look like simple bags of rice and soy, 
but Rise Against Hunger meals represent the 

hopes and dreams of people worldwide.   

This will be our fourth year hosting 
a packaging event to feed over 

10,000 school children around the 
world! Information on how you can 

support and register is posted in 
the Parish Hall. JOIN US! 

St. John’s is Rising Against Hunger August 4 
We need your help to feed 10,000 school children. 

We have just begun our fundraising efforts and 

are already 29% of the way to meeting our finan-

cial goal. PLEASE help us get to 100%!  

Consider making a donation (make checks payable 

to St. John’s and note Rise in the memo). There 

are donation envelopes located at the Rise Against 

Hunger volunteer sign-up sheet in the parish hall. 

 Please also consider volunteering a couple hours 

of your time on August 4. No experience is need-

ed, and it’s fun for the whole family! 

“Let us not love with words or tongue but with  

actions and in truth.” 1 John 18-19 
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These are a few of my favorite hymns... 

Summer is a time when everyone can choose their 
favorite hymns for our Sunday worship and have eve-
ryone sing them.  Sign up on the bulletin board by the 
kitchen in the Parish hall for your hymn choices and 
dates and we will try to accommodate as many as we 
can this summer in our worship.  You can also send 
your choices to music director Deborah Carr 
at deborahcarr53@gmail.com  

Choir Notes 

Solid Rock, a bluegrass gospel group, will be sharing 
their music with St. John’s during the July 28 service.  
From their website: We are a Bluegrass Gospel band 
based in the Hampton Roads region of Virginia. The 
ministry God has given us is to share His Message with 
the lost and to encourage His 
saints through Bluegrass style 
Gospel music. From churches to 
charities and from festivals to spe-
cial events, we are always glad to 
share our ministry with others.  

St. John’s continues to provide space for music 

lessons through the Academy of Music.  Their 

mission is to bring the joys and benefits of 

learning music to the residents of Hampton 

Roads, regardless of their ability to pay. For 

more information, go to their website: 

aomva.org 
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 Do you like to sing?  To learn about instruments?     
Enjoy being an actor on the stage? 

Are you a rising 2nd-7th grader? 

 

St. John’s Music Camp  
is for YOU !!!!   

July 8-12 from 9am-12 Noon 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

100 W. Queens Way, Hampton 

 

Interview  c lass ica l  composers from the  past!  
Learn  to  p lay  handbe l ls ,  ch imes  and recorders!  

Win  pr izes  w ith  mus ica l  games  l ike  Bingo  and Twister !  
 Learn  and perform a mus ica l  on  the  stage  at  0ur  f ina l  program!  

 
 

Register NOW for your place in the camp at www.stjohnshampton.org 

or fill out the form below and send to  
Music Director  

St John’s Episcopal Church  
100 W. Queens Way, Hampton, VA 23669 

For additional information contact us at music@stjohnshampton.org, 757-722-2567 
The camp is an outreach program of the music ministry and is open to children of all denominations and faiths.  

Camp Staff includes school music teachers and church musicians. 

   Cost is only $10.00 payable at the door (which covers the cost for a music camp T shirt) 

Parent’s name___________________________________________Child_________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone________________________________ Email_________________________________________________________ 

Alt. Phone_______________________ Age_______ School grade_______ Do you have musical background?___________ 

Space is limited so sign up now!!! 
 

mailto:music@stjohnshampton.org


Spring Tea & Fashion 
About fifty St. John’s ladies and friends attended the 

annual Spring Tea and Fashion Show held on June 8.  

The day was lovely, and the parish house was trans-

formed into a delightful tearoom with white tablecloths 

and beautiful flower arrangements.  The guests en-

joyed a variety of sandwiches, cookies, and other sweet 

and savory treats.   

Kitty Favre, the owner of Cricket, and her assistant, 

Shannon Olson, provided a wonderful showcase of gor-

geous spring clothes from the shop, and Betsy Clark, 

Sue Eley, Phyllis Henry, Lynn Kirkland, and Debbie 

Woodward did a fantastic job of modeling.  Best of all, 

the ladies had a chance for fellowship and for catching 

up with old and new friends. 
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1 Danny Lockey 

2 Tom Savage 

2 Kitty Favre 

4 Jack Pope 

4 Sandy Smith 

7 Dyana Ward 

7 Dana Epstein 

8 Sheila Munson 

8 Darden Barrett 

10 Ronald Weber 

11 Beth Shumate 

11 Andy Armstrong 

12 Wendy Cumming 

13 Bill Saunders 

15 John Holt 

15 Heidi Southcombe 

17 Christopher McMahon 

19 Ann Tormey 

19 Trena Stalfort 

19 David Edmondson 

20 Marshall Bagley III 

21 Whiting Chisman III 

22 Judy Shoemaker 

25 Jenn Devlin 

27 Quinby Amory 

28 Helen Fedziuk 

1 Robert Shuford 

1 Eddie Clark 

2 Wendy Cash 

3 Jim Tormey 

4 Billie Einselen 

4 Kim Shoemaker 

8 Barbara Dennehey 

9 Bill Boyer 

12 Catherine Dycus 

12 Lori Shuford 

13 Rob Shuford 

15 Linda Curtis 

17 Anne Rutherford 

21 Anne Abraham 

21 Hannah Beach 

23 Addy Klotz 

26 Eugene Thompson 

27 Whiting Chisman Jr. 

28 Jane Moore 

28 Jordan Edgar 

29 Susan Edmondson 

31 Thomas Bagley 

Our Parish July Birthdays August Birthdays 

God calling Reverend Samantha during the 
Children’s Sermon.  

8-10,  Jack and Bettyrene Pope 

8-17,  Walt and Linda Serwatka 

8-17,  Ken and Christine Kline 

8-25,  Steve and Nancy Adams 

8-26,  Gene and Diane Thompson 

8-27,  Doug and Denine Miller 

Happy Anniversary 

 

Passages 

 

Hugh Harrell
Entered life eternal on 
Sunday, June 16, 2019 

 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers 
on behalf of your servant Hugh, and grant him an entrance into 

the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP p.493) 
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June’s house church was at the home of Brian 
and Linda McMahon.  The next house church 
dates will be July 28 and August 25.  Locations 
to be determined. 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

100 West Queens Way 

Hampton VA 23669 

(757) 722-2567 

office@stjohnshampton.org 

 St. John’s Staff 

 
The Rev. Samantha Vincent– Alexander, Rector 

sjrector@stjohnshampton.org 
 

The Rev. Mark Riley, Assistant Rector 
mark@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Deborah Carr 

Organist and Music Director  
music@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Jane Price 

Lay Pastoral Associate  
janeprice30@aol.com 

 
Shannon Olson  

Christian Formation  Coordinator 
formation@stjohnshampton.org 

Office Administrator  
office@stjohnshampton.org  

 
Darlene Jackson 

Communications Assistant 
communications@stjohnshampton.org 

 
Michael Todd, Sexton 

    

 

Vestry 

Greg Brauer (2021) 

Patrick Dennehey (2019) 

Charlie Edmondson (2021) 

Bob Harper, Sr. Warden (2019) 

Emily Klotz (2021) 

Denine Miller (2021) 

Bettyrene Pope, Jr. Warden (2020) 

Ruth Simmons (2020) 

Darius Rowe (Youth Representative) 

 

 

Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9am-4pm 

 

Friday  

9am-12pm 

In case of Pastoral Emergency, 

please call 757-504-3504. 

 

 Sunday Worship 

July & August ONE SERVICE at 9:15AM 

Beginning September 8 

8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:15am Christian Formation 

10:30am Holy Eucharist 

Nursery Provided 

for Christian Formation 

and for the 10:30am service. 


