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		Epistle		 March	

2019	

Contact	the	parish		

of�ice	(757)	722-2567		

or	visit	us	online:	

www.stjohnshampton.org			

From your Rector…From your Rector…From your Rector…From your Rector…    
 

 
Recently I have been reading a book called “Change or Die.”  The book starts by talking 
about a medical study where people were told that if they continued their current life style, 
they would die.  They were told what they needed to change in order to live.  For instance, 
they needed to stop smoking, drink less, eat more healthy, exercise more, etc.   Only 1 in 

10 people made the change needed that was necessary to live.  The moral of the story----change is hard, 
even when our life depends on it.  Over the last 10 years, many people have been saying that the church 
must change or it will die.  Most churches have been declining over the last 10-20 years.  Yet most church-
es refuse to change.  It’s not always about being stubborn or close minded.  Sometimes we just don’t have 
the tools or resources we need to change.  Change and growth require effort.  It also means that we have to 
let go of something and few people are really good at letting go of things.   
 
 Yet when you think about it, change is part of our DNA.  The church started because Jesus changed 
things.  He changed the way that we thought about God and community.  He changed the way that we wor-
shipped.  His changes were so revolutionary, he was killed. Change has never been easy. When I first start-
ed at St. John’s, I was corresponding with a priest in the Church of England who is very active in the Fresh 
Expressions Movement.  In England, a church founded in 1610 would not be considered historic, since all 
of their churches are fairly old.  I asked him if it was hard to bring change to a church that had a long histo-
ry.  He said that he changed things all the time and when people asked him why, he would say, “I just fan-
cied a change.” While I would love to be someone who was that comfortable with change, that’s just not 
me.  However, that doesn’t mean that I don’t value change.  I just think we need to be deliberate and inten-
tional about our changes.   
 
 It’s clear that we still have people who value our traditional Sunday morning worship. I do as well.  
But I also know that not everyone is able to attend Sunday morning and some people simply don’t connect 
with God that way.  Therefore, one of my hopes for this year is that we can expand worship beyond Sunday 
morning.  Our music director, Deborah Carr, started that many years ago with our Taize worship on Sun-
day evenings. This year, we are starting “House Church.” We will be rotating to different people’s homes 
on Sunday evenings for a simple worship.  This worship includes communion and instead of a sermon, we 
have a dialogue about the scripture.  We had one of these services last night and while I was a little under 
the weather, I got a great deal from the conversation.  I am hoping these House Church services can expand 
to more than once a month eventually.  The intended audience for this service is not simply people who 
were not able to get to church Sunday morning but also those people who are not comfortable walking into 
a church.  Last night I also talked to our young adult group about starting a dinner church.  We would have 
a simple dinner and then we would share communion and engage in conversation.   
 
 You might think, well this sounds great, especially if it doesn’t actually change anything.  It might. 
This might mean that we will have some people who are part of the church, but don’t attend Sunday morn-
ings.  That’s ok! The important thing is that we are providing people with a community and opportunity to 
worship God in different ways.  If this is something you are interested in, or you would like to hear more 
about it, please talk to me or attend our next House Church which will be on March 24th and Janice and Jer-
ry Markham’s home.   
 
Faithfully,  SamanthaSamanthaSamanthaSamantha    



  

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
 

Bouquets and many thanks to the fine folks at St. John’s who helped at the COMMUNITY SERVICE 
on the afternoon of February 17. It was a great success!  

 
First, Samantha Vincent-Alexander and Mark Riley, our leaders, positively answered the request from 

the Hampton 2019 Commemorative Commission to hold the service at the church on that date. They also 
agreed to couch the service with a traditional Procession and Recession, complete with a crucifier, Scott Cur-
tis. Volunteer ushers were Dan Clark, Jack Pope and Bill Saunders. 
 

Secondly, Deborah Carr agreed to change the regular Taize service to an earlier Sunday, as well as to 
play at the service.  

 
Following special music by Hugh Harrell and the Legacy of Weyanoke to open the program, Linda 

Curtis, pinch-hitting for Mayor Donnie Tuck, introduced city folks attending. Ann Bane then presented brief 
remarks about the featured speakers, Dr. Chester Brown and Dr. Jeffery Smith, both of whom gave interest-
ing talks. The Joynes Road Church of God Praise Ministry then sang We’ve Come This Far By Faith, the 
theme of the program. 
 

As the church found at the last minute that a long-planned reception, publicly-noted in the Saturday 
Daily Press preview article would not be forthcoming, a few St. John’s parishioners insisted on going after 
church on Sunday to purchase trays of food for a reception.  Her action saved the church untold embarrass-
ment and added a hospitable and fitting conclusion to a lovely afternoon. Thank you, Scott and Linda Curtis! 
 

A cake from our friends at The Grey Goose and punch were provided by Mary Fugere of the Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau. Church members who volunteered to help at the reception were Susan Edmonson, 
Sylvia Edgar, Carolyn Hawkins, Jan Vincent and Jan Markham. Helping Commission members Luci 
Cochran and Vanessa Thaxton-Ward in the kitchen was St. John’s  Betsy Clark. 
 

About 200 members and visitors attended the COMMUNITY SERVICE, an event of the Hampton 
2019 Commemorative Commission. Initiated in 2015 by Hampton’s City Council; the commission was 

charged with planning events and activities in com-
memoration of the arrival of the first documented Afri-
cans to English North America. These Africans set 
foot in the colony of Virginia at Point Comfort, now 
Fort Monroe; in late August 1619. As the Church at 

Kecoughtan, the ancestor of St. John’s, was here in 
1619, it is appropriate that we are a part of this com-
memoration. Please watch for other related events in 
the months ahead. 
 
Many thanks again, one and all! 
Billie Einselen 
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A Night’s Welcome, 2019 
Bettyrene Pope 

 

St. John’s once again hosted the event from 
February 9-16th.  With a tremendous amount 
of help from our own parishioners and 
friends, we welcomed men, women, and 
children who currently find themselves 
homeless. Yes, we also had a family – fa-
ther, mother and four children for most of 
the week. Each night brought new challeng-
es and the number of guests differed from 
forty-seven to as a many as sixty-eight. The 
volunteers who serviced the people whether 
it was being a greeter, preparing and serving 
breakfasts and dinners or staying overnight 
were phenomenal. 

I received compliments from not only the 
guests but from the HELP employees about 
how well our program was organized and 
run according to the prescribed schedules. 
One guest told me, she had had trouble 
sleeping at other churches but at St. John’s 
she felt at peace and rested well.  It’s over 
for another year. Thank you again to ALL 
who helped!   

 

A Night’s Welcome 
This poem was written by William HAGAR Melgaard. 
He had written it after staying overnight at Night’s 
Welcome. 

 

It is 7:00 and the homeless begin to file in. 

Mostly late middle aged, mostly men. 

One or two families. 

Check my name off the list. 

Sit down, and wait for the food line to open. 

Not much conversation. 

Somebody got placed in an apartment. 

“Hey! I got a job!” 

“Oh really? What is it?” 

“Security guard.” 

“Fred got a job as a security guard.” 

“Yeah. That’s how I knew about it.” 

Smells good. 

Spaghetti, green beans, salad, toast, ice tea. 

I’ll skip the green beans. 

They have ice cream! 

Ezra’s playing the piano. 

He used to play for the night clubs. 

No more night clubs. 

The world has passed all of us by. 

Pick up my sleeping mat, and find a place to 
put it. 

Not there. Samuel snores like a Harley. 

Lights out in another few minutes. 

I wonder what they will feed us for breakfast. 

 
 



 
 

ST. ANNE’S GUILD: Will meet on Tuesday, March 5th at 
10:30am in the parish hall. Laura and Mark Riley will discuss 
the "Welcome Home Initiative." This program thanks our veter-
ans for their service and sacrifices. It offers support opportuni-

ties for veterans and their families. All are welcome to join us. Light refreshments served. 

 

 

Book Club continues to meet Monday nights on the stage in the parish 
hall at 5:30 for discussion, refreshments and fellowship.  Please read 
through page 206 in TRAVELING MERCIES by ANNE LAMOTT. Shan-
non Olson, formation@stjohnshampton.org 

BIBLE STUDY: The Minor Prophets: Current book(s)-
Nahum and Habakkuk. We are continuing our discussion of the 

12 Minor Prophets in the Old Testament. While all content may not 
be familiar, these books are referenced in other books of the Bible 
and in our liturgy. Join us as we discuss these shorter but impactful 
books from the Old Testament. We meet on Wednesdays at 2:30pm in 
the Library/Stage area. "Drop In" visitors are truly welcome! Contact 

Mark with questions: mark@stjohnshampton.org.  

Our seven Adult Forums ties the Easter Vigil readings to the seven practices of the Way of 
Love. Drawing on the ancient practice of setting aside Lent as a period of study and prepara-
tion for living as a Christian disciple (known as the catechumenate), the forums encourage 
participants to reflect on salvation history; walk toward the empty tomb; and embrace the 

transforming reality of love, life, and liberation. As we stand with the three women at the 
empty tomb, we hear his call to go and live that transformed reality.  Join us for our first ses-
sion on March 10th on the stage.  

 

 

Session One / TURN: Dead to Sin, Alive 
in Christ (Romans 6:3-11) 

Session Four / BLESS: A New Heart and 
a New Spirit (Ezekiel 36:24-28) 

Session Two / PRAY: Israel’s Deliverance 
at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-15:1) 

Session Five / REST: The Valley of Dry 
Bones (Ezekiel 37:1-14) 

Session Three / LEARN: Learn Wisdom 
and Live (Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6) 

Session Six / WORSHIP: The Gathering 
of God’s People (Zephaniah 3:12-20) 

 Session Seven / GO: The Empty Tomb 
(Luke 24:1-12) 
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On March 5th at 5:30PM, the Men’s Group will begin serving pancakes in 
the parish hall.  Plan to be entertained at 6:30PM with the Follies presented 
by our Choir.  This is a great way to transition into the season of Lent with 
your St. John’s family. 

Children and youth please plan to attend the Shrove Tuesday Pancake sup-
per. Come decorate your pancakes!  We have sprinkles, chocolate chips, 

whip cream and chocolate syrup to personalize your pancakes. 

 

LENTEN DINNER and PROGRAM Wednesday March 20th  St. John's 
will be hosting at 6:30. We are in need of volunteers for Soup, Salad, Bread 
and Clean-up. Please see the sign-up sheet in the parish hall.  

 

 

 

On Wednesday, March 6th worship services will be 
held at 12pm and 7pm in the church. 

House ChurchHouse ChurchHouse ChurchHouse Church    
 
 
On Feb. 24th, we had our first House Church of 2019! 
It was a wonderful time to share communion and talk 
about the readings for the day.  It’s ok if you missed it 
because we will be doing it every month! Our next 
one will be March 24th at the home of Jerry and 
Janice Markham.  We will begin at 5pm. 
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Sacred Spaces for Hard Conversations 

Lenten Series 2019 
 

The climate in our nation is toxic.  People no longer know how to have a civil conversation about 
difficult issues.  The church often avoids these topics because we do not want to offend anyone. 
Yet perhaps, church is the best place to have such hard conversations.  We are all together because 
we love God and we love one another.  If that is our core identity, then we can have these conversa-
tions without hurting one another.  Lent is a time of self-reflection and penitence.   It’s not sup-
posed to be easy.  Please join us as we embark on interesting and perhaps difficult topics. 

 

March 20th —St. John’s— The Rev. Samantha Vincent-Alexander 

Music--What should church music sound like?  Many Episcopalians are hoping for a new hymnal.  
Some are creating their own.  Some are even putting music on a screen (gasp).  People are passion-
ate about music and this will be an opportunity to discuss our music and whether we might need to 
broaden our musical programs to reach a new generation.    

 

March 27th  — St. Cyprian’s--The Very Rev. Dr. Ronald Ramsey   

History – Our history defines who we are. But what happens when that history is distorted or ig-
nored? What happens when heroic figures are hidden from the public view? We can never know 
who we are unless we acknowledge who we have been. With this in mind, we will discuss how our 
particular understanding of history shapes our public debate and why it is important to hear the sto-
ries of others as a way of understanding ourselves.      

 

April 3 rd   --  Emmanuel—The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler 

Public Policy—Although we attempt to keep politics separate from our church programs, sermons, 
etc, I wonder how much of Jesus’ way this practice reflects.  After all, Jesus was quite involved in 
“politics,” in the  “powers that be” when it came to the treatment of the “least of these.”  So, how 
much should the Church, our faith families, get involved in public policies like immigration reform 
and gun control, particularly when churches have been targets of shooters and safe havens for those 
fleeing the horrible conditions of their countries?  For whom do we stand and speak up?  At what 
point do we speak up?   

 

April 10 th  — St. Mark’s--- The Rev. Warren Hicks 

Theology—What do we talk about when we talk about God? 

 

Wednesdays:  6:00-7:45 PM 

  6:00    Dinner of soup and salad     

  6:30    Program 

  7:15    Worship 
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March Birthdays 

 
 
 
 

March Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact the office  
if we have missed your  

birthday or anniversary:  

 757-722-2567 
office@stjohnshampton.org 

 

.Welcome to St. John’sWelcome to St. John’sWelcome to St. John’sWelcome to St. John’s    

Rules around church membership can be a little nebulous.  The 
official way to join is to transfer your “letter” to St. John’s.  
However, if you attend and we have all of your information, we 
could consider you a member.  That said, we would like to wel-
come the following people who have formalized their member-
ship.  If you are not sure whether you are a member and want to 
ensure you are, feel free to call the church office and inquire. 

    

Gene & Diana 
Thompson 

 

    

 

   David & Trena Stalfort 

 

Kelly & Carl Breiner  

 

PassagesPassagesPassagesPassages    

Kay Olson 

Entered life eternal on  

Monday, February 18th, 2019 

 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers 
on behalf of your servant Kay and grant her an entrance into 
the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 
p.493) 

1 Ruth Purinton 

1 Marge Mace 

2 Sco� Cur�s 

3 Diana Thompson 

4 Warren Coleman 

6 Byron Gibson 

9 Judy Steffens 

13 Jane Price  

13 Bill Hudgins 

13 Nancy Lewis 

14 Claudia Melgaard 

15 Hugh Harrell 

15 Elizabeth Zimmerman 

15 Missy Aus�n 

18 Dennis Long 

19 Frank Edgar, Sr. 

20 Harper Lewis 

20 Michelle Fuller 

21 Ma�hew Fuller 

26 Ruth Simmons 

28 Will Andrews 

29 Emily Ba8n 

30 Heidi Southcombe 

30 Cary Frances Clark 

31 Don Heath  

16 Jamie & Kim Shoemaker 

31 Don & Connie Heath 



 

 

St.	John’s	Episcopal	Church 

100 West Queens Way 

Hampton VA 23669 

(757) 722-2567 

of�ice@stjohnshampton.org 

														St.	John’s	Staff	

	

The	Rev.	Samantha	Vincent–	Alexander,	Rector 

sjrector@stjohnshampton.org 

The	Rev.	Mark	Riley,	Assistant	Rector	

mark@stjohnshampton.org 

Deborah	Carr, Organist and Music Director  

music@stjohnshampton.org 

Jane	Price, Lay Pastoral Associate  

janeprice30@aol.com 

Shannon Olson, Christian Formation  Coordinator 

formation@stjohnshampton.org 

Jenn		Devlin,  Parish Administrator  

of�ice@stjohnshampton.org  

Darlene	Jackson,  Communications Assistant 

communications@stjohnshampton.org 

 

 

	

Vestry 

 

Bill Brown (2018) 

Whiting Chisman, Jr. (2019) 

Patrick Dennehey (2019) 

Duncan Garnett (2018) 

Bob Harper (2019) 

Rosemary Hobart (2018) 

Charlie Edmonson (2018) 

Stephen Rous (2018) 

Ruth Simmons (2020) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Of�ice	Hours	

Monday through Friday 

9am-4pm 

In case of Pastoral Emergency, 

 please call 757-504-3504. 

 

	Sunday	Worship	

8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:15am Christian Formation 

10:30am Holy Eucharist 

Nursery Provided 

for Christian Formation 

and for the 10:30am service. 

 


