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 I am anticipating a fantastic 2018 for St. John’s for several reasons.  I am excited about 
our music outreach program.  You can read more about this program in our music director’s re-
port.  I have been considering a possible outreach activity connected to music or drama for sev-
eral years.  When considering the direction a church should move in, it is best to discern where 
the strengths and gifts are in the parish.  We have a lot of people who are very talented in music. 
We have an incredibly dedicated choir who love what they do.  We also have people throughout 
the parish who are passionate about music.  If you were at our talent night several years ago, you will recall 
that most of the offerings were connected to music.  In the last few years, I have also been thinking about 
the office space we have at the Hoffman House.  St. John’s owns that building and one office has been 
empty and waiting for a ministry.  Thankfully Deborah Carr and Danny McFarland have pursued some op-
tions and you will see all that information in her report.  I hope that St. John’s will be a place where people 
in the community can learn about music and share music.  I am especially happy that we will be able to 
provide scholarships to people in the community who would not otherwise be able to afford music lessons.   
 One outreach event that has been very popular over the last few years is Stop Hunger Now/Rise 
Against Hunger.  One of the reasons it is so popular is that we can accomplish a great deal in 2 hours and a 
lot of people in the church can be involved.  Most people are not able to make a long term commitment to 
an outreach activity.  However, it is hard to find outreach opportunities that can be “drop in.”    I know that 
people in St. John’s are looking for more such opportunities, and I believe that we have found an answer in 
Habitat for Humanity.  St. John’s will be co-sponsoring a house.  You will see more information in the As-
sistant Rector’s report.  What is thrilling to me is that this is something that people can help with one hour 
a year, month, week or day.  Your commitment is totally up to you.  This program has a proven track rec-
ord in being able to bring people of all skill levels in to work. Therefore, you do not need any experience.  
This will be a great opportunity for us to build something together in our community, less than a mile from 
our church.  How awesome is that? 
 As you can see, we have much to look forward to in 2018.  Of course we still have all of our other 
wonderful outreach ministries in the church.  I won’t list them all here, but you can find them all in our 
outreach brochure and on our website.  We also have all of the other things we do! One of the things we 
have been working hard to improve is our communications.  With the addition of a communication’s assis-
tant, we have been able to dedicate more time and money to that venture.  We have a new website with 
current information and lots of pictures.  We have a Facebook page with over 400 people following the 
page.  We have also been experimenting with Facebook Live which is a tool that allows us to record things 
live and post them on our Facebook page.  We have used that feature for sermons, services, and music per-
formances.  Many people in the church have shared these videos through social media, which is a powerful 
tool.  The most powerful tool in the church is you my friends.  You are what make this building--- a com-
munity of believers.   
 The Episcopal Church and Christian faith is facing many obstacles.  Church attendance is declining 
across denominations and across the country.  Fewer people believe than ever before (at least since they 
have been taking polls).  There is only one way to change that.  We need you, the people of St. John’s to 
share your passion for the church with others.  If you love this church (or even just like it), you can tell 
people about it.  In the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, you could open the doors of the church and expect people 
to come, because that was what people did.  That is no longer the case.  Now, we need to make an effort. 
We should not just make an effort because we want more people in the church, but because we think God’s 
love is worth sharing.  In a time of division, loneliness, and fear, we need God’s message of unconditional 
love more than ever.   
 

F�i�h���	
,   S�m�n�h� 
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Assistant Rector’s Annual Report 
 

First, I want to thank you all for the generous hospitality you continue to show to Laura 
and me. I am so honored to be able to serve with you at St. John’s. I pray that working to-
gether WE can make 2018 a year filled with visible signs of God’s LOVE as we strive to 
be God’s hands and feet in the world. This year, I hope to learn more about the many ways 
each of you give your time and talent to others in need, and how I can support your minis-

tries. I remain humbled and amazed at the wide variety of ways you serve. You share the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in ACTION; the love you give to others energizes and inspires me!      

As assistant, I support Samantha’s Ministry as Rector to meet needs of the church. As well, I have been 
able to travel with the Youth to Massanutten and engage in outreach projects, like Stop Hunger Now, 
Come and See, and Nights Welcome. I continue to seek creative solutions to meet the needs of individuals 
who come to our door as part of our outreach ministry. It is here, in these sometimes “hopeless situations”, 
where I have felt the presence of the Holy Spirit moving most powerfully! In the midst of all the noise of 
the world, God’s “still small voice” came through and revealed those in truly dire need. It is always a risk 
to step into the uncomfortable, but time after time God always shows up. Please step out, take those risks, 
and listen for God.    

Outreach, Bible Study, Christian formation, and evangelism remain my areas of focus. In 2018 I hope that 
you will continue to support the valuable programs at St. John’s. As well, we have a NEW opportunity that 
will combine all of my focus areas in one project: St. John’s will be a Co-Sponsor of a Habitat for Humani-
ty House! The project house is only a couple of blocks away on Union Street and I am ecstatic about all 
this program has to offer. Everyone can participate in the project, and it showcases St. John’s best attribute: 
you and your love for Christ and this community. We will be improving lives, connecting to our neighbors 
and being the hands and feet of God in Hampton. Representatives will be here soon to share all the exciting 
details.       

The Bible Study has been a steady group. Over the course of the year we completed The Gospel of John, 
The Book of Esther, and are studying The Psalms. The Psalms provides a wonderful connection to God’s 
word and our Sunday liturgy. Stay tuned for a new opportunity coming soon. Contact me too if you want to 
join or start a group. 

I continue to work with Samantha on various ecumenical worship services and programs with the down-
town churches, and they remain a community resource especially for those in desperate need. As well, the 
time spent with the Hampton Episcopal Youth has provided another avenue of shared resources and ener-
gy, and I look forward to all the fruit that this will bear in the future. We are truly stronger working togeth-
er.     

As part of my continuing education, I was blessed to travel to Israel, and I pray all of you can experience 
that pilgrimage. I understand now why it is considered: “the fifth Gospel”. I also completed a seminar at 
Virginia Theological Seminary. Thank you for supporting me in these invaluable education experiences.   

Finally, Evangelism is sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is something we are all called to do as 
Christians. In the coming year I encourage each of you to continue to share the wonderful experiences you 
have had at St. John’s with some of your friends, and invite them to join you. Remember, YOU ARE the 
best evangelist for St. John’s.              Gra�� �n	 Pea��, M���+ 
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Christian Formation Annual Report 

 

2017 went by very quickly, and the Christian Formation department at St. John’s kept busy 
serving our church family. 

We have 13 children and youth who regularly attend Sunday morning classes.  Last fall a 
confirmation class was started and was led by Samantha and Mark.  Five youth attend this class and will be 
confirmed in April when the Bishop visits. Mark has continued to organize and lead the Adult Formation 
group on Sunday mornings. He has had some very interesting topics and visiting leaders. 

St. John’s has joined three Hampton churches, Emmanuel Episcopal, St. Cyprian’s, and St. Mark’s to create 
a joint EYC. The group is called H.E.Y. (Hampton Episcopal Youth). The group has been meeting once a 
month since August, some meetings are all fun and games and others are service projects that serve our 
community. All youth 6th through 12th grades are welcome. 

In August we offered Vacation Bible School for four days. We had approximately 15 children ages three 
through fifth grade. This year we will offer VBS in June with the hope of getting more families involved. 
The beginning of summer seems to work best as July and August are big vacation months. 

Research on the need and expense of a playground has been started. The idea is to design an inclusive com-
munity space for ages 5 thru 12 year olds, in an attempt to draw in more young families. 

St. John’s continues to look for new learning opportunities for all ages of our church family. 
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Communications Assistant Report 

 
2017 brought St. John’s brand new pictorial directories.  With the help of Bob Harper’s 
photography skills, I put together an updated directory that was printed in house.  An-
nouncements were made in the fall to pick up your directory in the parish house.  I am sure 
we have missed a few of you, so if you need a copy, please contact the church office. 
 
Throughout the year you have seen St. John’s on Facebook, on your email weekly in the 
ePistle, and monthly with the ePistle Newsletter.  Some of our special events were high-

lighted in the local Daily Press, on the Downtown Hampton website, as well as on Facebook.  These promo-
tions led the public to our website:  www.stjohnshampton.org, and the result of larger audiences to events 
such as “Phantom of the Organ” and “Lessons and Carols”. 
 
In January of 2017 and 2018 Hampton was blanketed with considerable snow creating dangerous driving 
conditions. Clergy made the call to cancel Sunday morning services.  Communications put out calls to our 
members via RoboDial to make sure everyone was informed that the church services were cancelled.  How-
ever, with technology being what it is today, our Clergy were able to bring a sermon to us via Facebook 
Live. 
 
Facebook Live was also used during Advent to bring our Wednesday noontime prayer service to the church 
family and the community.  A great feature of this is if you missed the live event, the video is stored on St. 
John’s Facebook page! 
 
In 2017 this position changed from 11 hours to 15 hours per week (Monday 12-4, Wednesday 12-4 and Fri-
day 9-4).  I finished my employment with St. John’s in December, which gave St. John’s the opportunity to 
employ Darlene Jackson as your new Communications Assistant.  Darlene brings many skills to this posi-
tion, and her background at St. Cyprian’s makes her a perfect fit to be an Episcopal Church Communicator. 
 
Betsy Bouchard, Communications Assistant, 2017 

PASTORAL CARE  - 2017 
 
The Pastoral Care Committee meets monthly with Samantha and Mark to identify pas-
toral concerns, keep prayer list up to date, and decide to whom altar flowers should be 
sent each week. 
 
A primary purpose of our ministry is to stay connected with parishioners who are 

home-bound, or residents in a Nursing Home facility and can no longer attend Sunday worship. We make 
visits, phone calls, and send appropriate greeting cards.  We deliver prayer shawls to persons who are ill 
and might receive comfort from that ministry.       
 
We have made hospital visits, provided transportation for doctor appointments, and taken meals to those 
in need of support. It has been our custom to deliver poinsettia plants after Christmas, but the untimely 
snow storm prevented that this year.  We plan to deliver Easter Lilies in April. 
 
Thanks to all who have shared in the work of the Pastoral Care Committee. 
 
Jane Price 
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St John’s Episcopal Church, Hampton VA 
Music Ministry Overview for 2017 

 

The Music Ministry at St. John’s Church remains an active ministry dedicated to making 
opportunities for the congregation to offer their God given talents in all areas of music and 
drama.  I thank the congregation and community for supporting the ministry with their at-
tendance, monetary support and continued appreciation as we sail into the future. The events 
of the past year are listed below: 
 

 
FEBRUARY  St John’s choir offered entertainment for Shrove Tuesday Follies 

   Hosted special classical guitar and flute concert  
   Two Ash Wednesday services offered to begin Lent 

 
 
APRIL     Lenten Choral Concert by St. John’s choir – Rutter Requiem  

   Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services 
 
 
JUNE   Music Sunday St. Johns Choir offered Part II Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah  
 
 
AUGUST  Helped supply music for Vacation Bible School 

 
 
OCTOBER  Phantom of the Organ Program for church and community 
 
 
NOVEMBER    All Saints Evensong Choral Service offered 

    St John’s Choir joined area choirs for ecumenical Thanksgiving service 
 
 
DECEMBER   St John’s Choir offered a service of Lessons and Carols for Advent 

   Offered service for Longest Night December 21st 
   Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services offered 

 
ONGOING AND NEW OFFERINGS FOR 2017 
 
Monthly Taizé services the third Sunday of the months of January-May 
Newly formed Adult Handbell choir offers music during worship on our handbells 
Rejoice Hymnal created for the congregation to experience new worship music 
Academy of Music joined in partnership with St. John’s to offer music and drama to the  
Hampton community as the Academy  of Music at St. Johns 
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Upc���n� E��nt� a� S�. J!"#’� 2018 

 

Ni+h� ’� W.lc�0�  Our week for hosting is February 3rd through February 10th. For those not 

familiar with this Outreach mission, we host the homeless for dinner, spending the night in a warm & secure 
environment, and serve breakfast.  We welcome seasoned volunteers and are looking for new volunteers. 
No experience is  necessary- just able hands, minds, and bodies. A signup sheet is in the parish hall. Let's 
get those spaces filled quickly. Any questions, please get in touch with Bettyrene Pope. You may call (757-
879-4625) or email at johnp4645@aol.com. 

 

On February 13th at 6pm the Men’s Group will be serving pancakes in the parish 
hall.  Plan to be entertained at 6:30pm with the Follies presented by our Choir.  You 

don’t want to miss our Blueberry couple, played by Jay Hogg and Betsy Clark!  The burning of 
the palms will follow outside in the cemetery at 7:15pm.  This is a great way to transi-

tion into the season of Lent with your St. John’s family.  Activities for everyone including decorating 
crowns and making valentine’s, and burying Alleluias.  Bring your Palm Sunday palms! 

 

 

Services  On February 14th at 12pm and 7pm in the church. 

 

 

Taizé  Our monthly Taizé service of peace and meditation will be held on February 18th  in 
the church and on March 19th at 4:00pm. Join us for this time away from the frenzy of life 
to refresh your mind and relax your body.  

 

 

L�n2�# Pro4r�5  Our joint Lenten program with St. Cyprian’s, Emmanuel and St. Mark’s will 

take place over four consecutive Wednesdays (Feb. 28th, March 7th, 14th and 21st).  We will gather for 
dinner at 6pm.  The program will begin at 6:30 and will conclude with compline by 7:30.  The topic for 
this year will be: “One Bread, One Body; What the Church Offers the World.”  We will be discussing the 
beginning of the church community, the liturgy that we share, the value of fellowship, and how we can have 
intentional fellowship to create a genuine community.  This is a wonderful time to meet your fellow Hamp-
ton Episcopalians, share a meal, and hopefully learn something.  St. John’s will host on February 28th. 

See page 8 for more information. 

 

 

On Sunday, March 4th at the 10:30am service, the 1st-5th grade children who went through 
the recent First Communion Class will come up and take the Eucharist together and there will 

be a Children’s Sermon. There will be cake following the service, so please join in this exciting day for 
them! 
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Upc���n� E��nt� a� S�. J!"#’� 2018 (c�n7�89e	 :r�5 pa;� 6) 

 

Evening  Prayer Beginning Tuesday, February 20th and ending on Tuesday, March 27th Evening 

Prayer will be held at 6pm in the  Sanctuary. All are welcome.  

 

 

On March 25th at the 8am and 10:30am services, we will follow the traditional lit-
urgy of the palms with our outdoor procession around the church to begin the ser-
vice.  The service will begin in the parish hall and will conclude with the Passion 
narrative read by individuals and the congregation as we carry the cross out to the 
cemetery and leave in silence. 

 

 

P>?5 S@nd�B Ch�r>D C�n��E  The choirs of St Johns’ Episcopal and Hampton Baptist 

Church will join forces this year for our annual  Lenten Choral Concert.  The program will be held at St 
John’s on Sunday afternoon March 25th (Palm Sunday) at 4:00pm in our sanctuary and will feature the 
Requiem by John Rutter.  The concert will be sung with choirs, soloists, organ and chamber choir ac-
companiment.   

 

 

L�n� W�rF"�G S�HIi�e� Our Maundy Thursday service on March 29th at 7pm, will include 

optional foot washing and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The service will conclude with the strip-
ping of the altar and all leaving in silence.  Friday, March 30th at 12pm, our Good Friday service will 
follow the Prayer Book liturgy with psalms, readings, prayers and a meditation. At 5pm, St. John’s will 
be joining nine other local churches to journey around downtown Hampton.  We will move to different 
stations and share scripture and song. We call it “Walk with the Cross.” 

 

 

Easter Sunday Our Easter Services of Resurrection will be offered on April 1st at 
9am and 11am with  full choir and brass.  A children’s sermon will be included at the 
9am worship with the annual Easter egg hunt following in the cemetery. All children 
fifth grade and younger are welcome to participate. Have your children bring a basket 
to collect the eggs! 

 

 

and Bishop’s Visit  The Bishop only visits every two years and on Sunday, April 
8th it will be St. John’s turn. He will join us at the 10:30am service and confirm 
youth and adults in our  parish. There will be a reception following the service. Plan 
to join us for this special Sunday worship!  
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St. Cyprians, Emmanuel, St. John’s & St. Mark’s Episcopal Churches 
 

The Church faces many challenges in our world today.  At one time, people had to come to church to hear a 
sermon, listen to wonderful music, or learn about the Bible and their faith.  Now, all of that can be accessed 
on the internet.  It is no wonder that people are choosing to stay at home on Sunday morning.  The Church 
offers something that cannot be accessed online.  Community.  We will use these four weeks in Lent to talk 
about different perspectives on our faith community. This is especially appropriate given that all four Episco-
pal Churches in Hampton are participating! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays: 6:00PM-7:45PM 

6:00PM—Dinner of soup and salad 

6:30PM—Program 

7:15PM—Compline 
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February 28th,  St. John’s, The Rev. Samantha Vincent-Alexander:  How the early church fostered 
community. 

100 W. Queen’s Way, Hampton,  722-2567 

March 7th,  St. Mark’s, The Rev. Warren Hicks: The Uniqueness of the Episcopal liturgy and how it 
cultivates community. 

2605 Cunningham Drive, Hampton, 826-3515 

March 14th,  Emmanuel, The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler:  Value of Fellowship. 

179 E. Mercury Blvd., Hampton, 723-8144 

March 21st,  St. Cyprians, The Rev. Dr. Ronald Ramsey:  Intentional Fellowship. 

1242 West Queen Street, Hampton  723-8253 
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St. John’s will be a co-sponsor of a Habitat for Humanity House. The 
project house will be on Union Street in Hampton. 

 

We are God’s hands and feet, here to serve others and show them his 
love. The  experiences that Habitat provides will allow St. John’s to en-
gage those around us, live our faith and offer a unique opportunity to  
truly love our neighbor.  We will also have the opportunity to work 
alongside future Habitat homeowners.  

 

NO experience is necessary to volunteer, and everyone is welcome. Hab-
itat will teach us everything we will need to know on the build site, and 
there are many tasks both inside or outside to participate in that require 
all levels of skill and ability.  

 

Volunteering together provides a way for St. John’s to have fun together 
while pursuing a common goal.  

Our participation WILL make a difference. 
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Our NEW Vestry Members 

Ruth Simmons 

Stephen  Rous 

Lloyd Thomas 

Ruth Simmons 

Lloyd Thomas 

Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have given to your Church the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
the Son of God: We thank you for this witness, and pray that we may be firmly grounded in its truth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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February Birthdays 
 
03 Frank Fortuna Jr. 
08 Carl Burgdorf II 
09 The Rev. Samantha Vincent
-Alexander 
09 Linda Serwatka 
09 Eleanor Brown 
12 Will Klotz 
12 Margot Rous 
12 Rick Bagley 
12 Frank Edgar Jr. 
13 Betty Jo Blanchard 
14 Bill Beach 
14 Jim Harrison  
14 Nick McMahon 
17 Pamela Martin 
17 Patrick Dennehey 
20 Vestal Lewis 
20 Nancy Adams 
22 Danny McFarland 
24 Deborah Carr 
26 Frank H. Cowling 
29 Penelope Robinson 
 

February Anniversaries 
08 Bill & Nancy Beach 
14 Buddy & Peggy Alligood 
15 Carter & Martha Barrett 
22 Fred & Erma Bockoven 
23 Andy & Sally Andrews 
 
 

Please contact the office  
if we have missed your  

birthday or anniversary:  

 757-722-2567 
office@stjohnshampton.org 

P�HiFR D�Mect�HB @pda2e�: 

On the front inside cover, phone correction:  757-722-2567  (not 9857) 
Barbara Dennehey   phone:  757-508-4361 

Kippy Sinclair—phone 870-7506, email kippysinclair@yahoo.com 
Judy Steffens email:  judysteffens47@gmail.com 

 
Please contact the office 757-722-2567 

Pr�V�W Sh�XD M�8is7HB  We will gather again on 
Monday February 26, 2018 on the stage (Library) from 10am 
to 12pm.  Please come join us and our friendly group to say a 
prayer or two and stitch them into lovely shawls that will pro-

vide comfort and solace to those in any kind of stressful need.  We are re-
warded with the blessings of giving, and the smiles and gratitude of the re-
ceivers. If you have any questions, please call Carol Giles (757)851-9690 

S�. A8K�’� G@[l	   .St. Anne’s Guild will meet Tuesday, February 
6 at 10:30am in the Parish hall.  All are welcome to attend our “Cocoa Ca-
fé”.  We’ll be putting together Valentine goody bags for all of  boys at the 
Boys Home. Videos will be playing showing the campus and telling some 
of the boys’ stories.  Please come help us fill the bags, sip cocoa, and learn 
more about this very special place which has changed young men’s lives 
for nearly 90 years.  Barbara Williams - 757-722-0338 bsinclair3@cox.net   or 
Janice Markham757-851-0177 - jmarkham74@yahoo.com 

C"His7i�# F�Hma7i�# The season of Lent is upon us! Shrove Tues-

day is February 13, please join us for a Pancake Supper provided by the Men’s 
Group. Christian Formation will have a table set up for children to make their own 
Crowns! 

Youth Confirmation will continue meet on the third Sunday of the month in prep-
aration of the Bishop’s visit on Sunday, April 8th. There is a lot of material to cov-
er, therefore the class  will add additional sessions. Watch for information in the 
bulletin and emails. 
St. John’s Youth will host our Night’s Welcome guests on Friday, February 9th.  
All youth 6-12 grade please plan to join us to prepare and serve a hot meal for our 
homeless community. 
H.E.Y. (EYC)   Our H.E.Y. leaders are busy planning your next meeting for late 
February. Look for details in the coming weekly bulletins. 
 
C�#^Hma7i�# 
Youth Confirmation Class: the class will need to meet more often in order to cov-
er all of the confirmation material. Please plan to meet Sunday,  February 11th, and 
25th, and March 11th and 25th at 9:15am. If you are interested in participating 
please contact Shannon Olson, email  jjawsolson@aol.com 
 
Adult Confirmation Class: the class will begin to meet Sunday, January 28th at 
9:15am on the stage and continue for the next 9 weeks. If you are interested in par-
ticipating,  please contact Shannon Olson, email jjawsolson@aol.com 



 

St.	John’s	Episcopal	Church 

100 West Queens Way 

Hampton VA 23669 

(757) 722-2567 

of�ice@stjohnshampton.org 

														St.	John’s	Staff	

	

The	Rev.	Samantha	Vincent–	Alexander,	Rector 

sjrector@stjohnshampton.org 

The	Rev.	Mark	Riley,	Assistant	Rector	

mark@stjohnshampton.org 

Deborah	Carr, Organist and Music Director  

music@stjohnshampton.org 

Jane	Price, Lay Pastoral Associate  

janeprice30@aol.com 

Shannon Olson, Christian Formation  Coordinator 

jjawsolson@aol.com 

Jenn		Devlin,  Parish Administrator  

of�ice@stjohnshampton.org  

Darlene	Jackson,  Communications Assistant 

communications@stjohnshampton.org 

Calvin	Slade, Sexton    

 

 

	

Vestry 

 

Bill Brown (2018) 

Whiting Chisman, Jr. (2019) 

Patrick Dennehey (2019) 

Duncan Garnett (2018) 

Bob Harper (2019) 

Rosemary Hobart (2018) 

Lloyd Thomas (2020) 

Stephen Rous (2020) 

Ruth Simmons (2020) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Of�ice	Hours	

Monday through Friday 

9am-4pm 

In case of Pastoral Emergency, 

 please call 757-504-3504. 

 

	Sunday	Worship	

8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:15am Christian Formation 

10:30am Holy Eucharist 

Nursery Provided 

for Christian Formation 

and for the 10:30am service. 

 


